
 

 

 

 

Welcome to Spring and the promise of warmer weather and outdoor pursuits! It’s been a busy 

winter for us here and it’s time to share a bit of what we have been up to.   

As you know, Oncology Massage Limited likes to take an informative and collegial approach with our 

communications, to show where donations are being spent, what we are planning for the future and 

making sure we celebrate our successes. We have been fortunate in many ways over the years, to 

have the right people in the right place at the right time, to offer advice and direction, and the past 

three months have been a great example of this. Gillian Desreaux and Deb Hart stepped up as the 

Leadership Team in April, creating a cohesive and team focussed management of the group, Anton 

Pemmer and Tony Curtis, who sit on the board of directors, have been instrumental in keeping us on 

the straight and narrow, whilst offering invaluable professional support, and Deana Vilkaitis (board 

member) and Elizabeth Hall (OMT) have been leading and advising us on the development of the 

OM Ltd strategic plan project. I am so grateful for their support and wisdom.... 

Some of the other ‘stuff’ we have been working on: 

 A national delivery plan for the ‘Understanding Palliative Care’ program. Our plan is to offer 

this course in VIC and NSW by the beginning of 2015.  

 The ‘Oncology Massage for Beauty Therapists’ course will kick off in November in Sydney 

and with further dates to be scheduled for 2015, around the country. This is an exciting 

development for us; the beauty industry has been very interested in what we were offering 

Massage Therapists for some time now, so we designed something especially for them.  

 Thank you to those who have attended the national listing refresher days to date. Your 

feedback has underpinned some wholesale improvements to this process that have been in 

the works for the past few weeks. We are looking forward to rolling out some tempting 

options for 2015 in the coming months.  

o NB. It is imperative that we see you, assess your hands on skills and have a chat with 

you, regularly, so that we can testify to the quality and integrity of the national 

therapist listing. The medical community demands it, and we demand it. When I get 

a call from someone looking for a therapist, and this happens EVERY week, I want to 

be able to name every therapist on that list and recommend them with absolute 

confidence.  

One of the key goals we have clarified, while creating the strategic plan, is our commitment to 

training in regional and rural areas, and to seek funding to support this.  Do you live in a non-

metropolitan area? Have you got a base hospital nearby, with an oncology department? Do you have 

a local cancer care centre that might benefit from some oncology massage for their clients? If you 

can get 6 therapists together, then we can get there. Why not get in touch with us and talk to me 

about what’s possible? Rural and regional communities are sorely lacking in complementary health 

  



options and we want to make sure that oncology massage is available to all Australians, no matter 

where they live....with appropriate funding and some pretty keen facilitators, anything is possible! 

So, that’s the tip of the iceberg OMTs and friends...we have plenty of activity happening, are keen to 

get involved in community events to raise awareness about OM and its benefits and are forming 

some great relationships with likeminded organisations (read Rachael Babin’s article about the 

Oncology Network) to increase referrals and create jobs where we can....We hope you enjoy this 

newsletter...my personal favourite; Atholl Reid’s take on being a bloke in OMT world!! Enjoy the 

sunshine! Kylie 

 


